Classes are run without texts
ossing the Books
u
I
can't believe it! I've al-
ready received five text-
books this week!"
During the first week of
school, this was a frequent com-
ment among students. Although
most classes used textbooks,
some courses relieved students
by not relying on one whatso-
ever.
Not having a book for a class
offered many advantages to stu-
dents. Students had more space
in their locker, less homework,
less to carry, and no chance of
losing the text or having it stolen.
Band classes were one of the
many classes which did not in-
clude textbook study. Since band
classes stressed sight reading
(playing a piece of music after
seeing it for the first time) and
practicing (both with a group and
individually) to improve tech-
nique and sound, there was no
need for a textbook.
"I'm always glad we don't
have a band textbook. With in-
struments, music, and folders, a
textbook would be an added has-
sle," said Chris Sanchez, a third
year band student.
Beginning Weight Training,
Art 2D, and Journalism I were
also classes that didn't have a
textbook. In such classes, the
teacher relied on his knowledge
of the subject to produce written
outlines or lectures.
Other classes such as Peer
Counseling, Employability Skills,
or a publication emphasized
learning through experience and
training rather than through a
book.
Some classes didn't have a
text for other reasons. Before the
school year began, the textbook
order for AP Chemistry, a new
course, was lost in the ordering
process. Thus, the students used
a lower level book while the
teacher was forced to teach from
a teacher's edition (correspond-
ing to the new textbook) and his
outlined notes. The textbooks fi-
nally arrived; however, in mid-
November.
"In AP Chemistry, studying
became quite confusing when
our outlines did not match the
temporary books, and we missed
out on a lot of important reading
from the new books that could
have helped us," said Vinh-Loc
Nguyen.
In many classes, teachers de-
cided not to use textbooks in or-
der to tailor the students' needs
to the course. As a result, stu-
dents found that textbooks
weren't a necessary factor in all
classes. ?
by Berta Penabades
TASTEBUDS
Having no textbooks caused no problems
for all the students enrolled in the Foods
classes. Danielle LaMarche greases a
cookie sheet and prepares to experiment
with a new recipe.
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